
EXCHANGE Jan-Feb 2013  
 
TEACHERS AS ACTIVISTS   
An interview with Paula McPheeters  
by Margie Carter 
 
I recently heard Julie Olsen Edwards describe good leadership in the early childhood field 
as consisting of compassion, critical thinking, and courage.  She described how great we are 
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care about the conditions in which they live, the context which shapes their lives and 
parenting.”  
 
Following this line of thinking suggests that early childhood leaders must see themselves as 
activists, which Julie Olsen Edwards proudly does. In my early years in the ECE field, many 
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Edwards makes about using our compassion to fuel our critical thinking and courage into 
activism.  
 
I’m eager to dialogue with teachers who recognize that what they do out in their 
communities impacts who they are in their work with children. Passionate gardeners, 
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involved in some community work that seeks to make the world a better place, they 
provide important role modeling for children, families, and peers.  
 
My dream is that every early educator finds inspiration to become an activist around a 
social issue you feel is pertinent to children now and in the future. As Julie Edwards 
suggests, this may flow from your compassio
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may have a different point of view. This is what Parker Palmer (2011) calls ‘Healing the 
Heart of Democracy.’ 
 
A Dialogue with Paula McPheeters 
 
Getting to know Paula McPheeters, an early childhood teacher and activist in  
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children, families, and visitors alike. You can easily see how the children know they belong, 
and are respected and empowered to make the classroom their own.  
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and Dreams project, and learned of her ongoing activism in the wider community.
 
MC: Paula, you seem to embody what Julie Olsen Edwards describes as an early childhood 
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Leaving Water in the Desert 
 
MC: You’ve chosen to be active within and outside the educational arena in 
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passions and identities of others. We call my classroom the Hopes and Dreams Room and 
all of us share our thoughts and concerns in this space. 
 
Fearing Changes in Demographics 
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much talk about food security or lack thereof. A few weeks later two parents led a dynamic 
parent meeting titled, “Food Politics from an Indigenous Perspective.” 
 
Supporting Parents as Leaders 
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numbers and counting, as bags of socks and shoelaces arrive, and we keep track of 
donations. Math for social justice is highly motivating! 
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